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A) leave remote areas
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B) apply for a better job
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€ Heaveyourdoorswnlocked
D) resettle Little Bay Island’s population i
E) manage declining stocks 9
F) install solar panels
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G) keep irregular hours
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L) take their own change

M) be turned off

N) access services
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Task 1

You are continuing your studies at the University of Edinburgh, which offers several sports
activities for its students. You have come across the following on the website of the Sports
Union.

This year is a better time than ever to become a part
of one of the biggest and best clubs in Edinburgh!
Having grown massively in recent years, we offer
badminton for all abilties.

For those just looking to come along and have a
laugh, we have weekly training sessions where you
can leamn the basics from our experienced coaches
while enjoying the company of the brilliant members
of our club. You are also welcome to join s on our
Friday night bowling parties or pub quizzes.

On a more competitive note, our five mixed teams compete in the Scottish leagues with two teams
in the top two divisions. We also have a large number of teams competing in the local Edinburgh
league.

So whether you have never held a racquet in your life or you fancy yourself as a bit of a hotshot,
come along to our club and we guarantee you won't want to leave.

CONTACT Adam at badminton@ed.ac.uk.

Write an email of 120-150 words to Adam in which you
 introduce yourself and say whether you have done any sports before,
+ say how good you are at badminton and why you want to join the club,
 ask about the time and place of the training sessions, and about the Friday night activities.
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HUNDREDS BIKING TOGETHER TO SCHOOL IN BARCELONA

The Friday commute to school looks (0) kids in Barcelona, Spain.
Starting at 8 a.m., more than a hundred kids and parents (7) on their way to school and
work — not on the sidewalk or in a bike lane, (8) . The system has been dubbed bicibiis,

or “bike bus”, and began in the Eixample district of Barcelona in September.

Families in the area are using the growing popularity of the bike commute to build community
—and also (9) for their kids to get to school. "It all started with a group of five families
and a lot of determination,” said Mireia Boix, a parent who rides with her 5-year-old son.

The bicibis operates (10) , but with three “stops™ along the way where more riders
can join as it travels to several schools in the district. Parents may also ride along, some of them
carrying younger children on their bikes. To make the ride safe for everyone, (11)

The bicibiis travels down Entenga Street, where three schools are located. Boix said it's a busy
road where about 20,000 vehicles drive through every day, (12) . Normally, it would
be dangerous for kids to cycle to school there. But Boix said she feels a sense of relief
knowing that when (13) with the bicibuis, he will be safe.

Seeing the success of the bicibiis — with hundreds of schoolchildren cycling to school —, parents
in the community are hoping for (14) separated from the main traffic, which would
allow children to bike to school safely. “It would reduce the amount of cars and
as) that feel insecure with the area right now,” she said. “If people are convinced that
it is safe to use their bikes, there will be a healthier, quieter and overall better city to live in.”
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A) teachers also support the movement

B) hop on their bikes and hit the road
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D) a permanent school-friendly bike lane

E) to fight for a safer, more environmentally friendly way
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H) police vehicles escort the group
1) apart from one accident that happened last week
K) in a similar way a school bus would

L) making the surrounding area really loud

M) make bike riding a possibility for families
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MUSICIAN STEPHEN MORRIS REUNITED WITH £250,000 TECCHLER VIOLIN

A 310-year-old violin worth £250,000 that was left on a train in south London has been returned
to its owner.
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British Transport Police (BTP) later released a CCTV image of a man believed to have taken
the violin as the train approached Bromley South and asked him to get in touch, generating calls
on social media for its return.
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Calling himself "Gene", which was not his real name, the man agreed to meet Mr Morris on
Friday evening at a Waitrose car park near Beckenham train station.
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"He was very apologetic, he said he wanted to hand it to me in person. The violin and
bows were intact and in tune. It couldn’t have ended in a happier way," Mr Morris said.

On Saturday BTP issued a statement concerning the incident.
6)
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Tired after a long day recording at Abbey Road studios Mr Morris, who
has played on film scores including The Lord of the Rings and James
Bond, was distressed.

"I feel a bit battered and bruised," he said. "I haven't had a great deal of
sleep since it went missing."
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Shortly after 22:10, the police team watched as "Gene", in his mid to
late 20s, approached Mr Morris, shook his hand and transferred a
holdall containing the violin.

“I knew from experience that we were not dealing with a hardened
criminal,” the officer said. “The man was desperate to get it back, but
needed to be convinced that he would not be arrested.”

Over the next 24 hours further contact was made with the person who
had sent the message — it's suspected that he was in fact the individual
who had taken the violin.
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It said they would be taking no further action against the man because
he had taken reasonable steps to contact the violin owner and had
handed it back.

The breakthrough came on Thursday when Mr Morris received a direct
Twitter message, which read: "I recognise the person in the picture. I
think it may be somebody I know — I'd like to be of help. I know what
it's like to leave valuables on a train."

In an operation co-ordinated by the musician's friend and former police
officer, Mike Pannett, a team of plain-clothes officers were placed on
stand-by in case the handover went wrong.
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LAST TWO RESIDENTS STAND FIRM AS ISLAND IS ABANDONED

Little Bay Islands is the kind of place where you can (0) , o on holiday for
three weeks and return to an undisturbed home. The owners of the only shop
([©] and, in their absence, leave a container with coins and wrinkled bills on

the counter. Residents buy what they need and (8)

The tiny island community in Canada’s easternmost province, Newfmmdland and Labrador,
is home to 54 permanent residents, and more in the summertime. But on 31 December,
electricity and water will (9) and the ferry service discontinued. Little Bay
Islands has agreed to resettle on the mainland as part of the province’s community relocation
policy, which offers government compensation to people who (10)

Two-thirds of Canada’s 37.5 million inhabitants live within 100km of the country’s soulhem
border with the US, a strip of land that constitutes just 4% of Canada’s territory. Remote areas
in the rest of the country have long struggled to (11) such as healthcare,
utilities and the internet.

Newfoundland and Labrador faces an acute struggle: a rapidly ageing population spread over
a vast area. Decline began in 1992 with a ban on fishing cod to (12) , putting
people out of work. The school shut down in 2018 after two consecutive years with no pupils.

The decision to (13) has taken nine years. As part of that process, the
province compared the cost of service delivery to paying each household between C$250,000
and C$270,000 to leave. It estimated resettlement could (14) over 20 years.

Residents have been slowly filing out. Many (15) , but for others this may
be goodbye. By New Year’s Day, Mike and Georgina Parsons will be the only permanent
residents of Little Bay Islands. Watching his parents and neighbours pack up and leave was
tough, said Parsons. “In spite of the fact that they have voted to leave, I know that to actually do
it, to pack up their things and leave, is just heartbreaking.”




